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Theme:  “Living in the Light ”  

JKCS Society Meeting: The school society mem-
bers met on Thursday evening (November 27) in the 
school gym.  Part of the meeting dealt with "busi -
ness" matters;  the proposed budget was passed.  
Helping Hands Committee r eported on their vari -
ous fundraising activities.  Diana Schenk informed 
the audience about the work of the Catering Com-
mittee; they have been busy preparing food and 
serving at weddings.  She outlined the need for will -
ing helpers and particularly asked that mor e people 
become involved and learn the aspects of the opera-
tion to pr event "burn-out" among the curr ent organ-
izers.
The principal's addr ess centred around the them of 
"Looking Ahead". Upcoming events were high-
lighted.  Beyond that, the challenges of declining 
enrolment was presented.  He stressed that John 
Knox Christian School is determined to r emain 
faithful to its purpose, mission, and vision.  The 
school takes those intentions seriously as it serves to 
prepare students for Christian service in the 21st 
Century.

Remember: We ÒdoÓ Remembrance Day every year.  
Does it become a habit or just another 
thing to do?  Should we as Christians 
recall to mind past battles and their un -
due emphasis on killing and destr uc-
tion?  Remembrance Day is a reßective 
time; for Christians the scope of our re-
ßection should be much wider and 

deeper than pausing to consider the sacriÞces of our 
veterans.  This in and of itself is very signiÞcant and 
necessary.  The suffering of soldiers in battle is a 
deep human tragedy.  The willingness of men and 
women to serve, to Þght battles on behalf of their 
fellow citizens is an exemplary action with a str ong 
Christian antecedent.  Even more than that, how-
ever, Remembrance Day provides a chance to con-
sider manÕs inhumanity to other, the elusive nature 
of peace, and the persistence of evil.  Despite the 
schemes of philosophers and politicians, evil cannot 
be persuaded to disappear into the dust heap of his-
tory.  Evil is at least as prevalent now as when Christ  
walked the earth.  Remembrance Day can be under-
stood as a two minute window allowing us to 
glimpse our need for the tr ue ultimate sacriÞce - the 
sacriÞce Christ made once for all.  His cruciÞxion 
contains all the bloody elements of a battle scene; his 
resurrection triumph r eleases a joy exceeding all the 
liberation celebrations man has experienced.  Thank 
our veterans; their sacriÞces and willingness to 
serve fostered our lives of peace.
!

Petrolia Food Bank: As an annual 
tradition, JKCS will once again be 
collecting non-perishable items for 
the Petrolia Food Bank.  We encour-
age and hope everyone will support 
this by bringing in any items they 
may have to donate to the school.
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Christmas Decorations and Trees: Do you have 
any old Christmas decorations or 
Christmas trees?  We are in need of a new 
tree at the school as our old one is not 
quite standing up on itÕs own anymore.  
We are also in need of some nice Christ-
mas decorations to decorate the halls of 
John Knox.  If you have any old, but in 
good condition, decorations or tr ees, 

please bring them in to the school this week.  It 
would be gr eatly appreciated!

John Knox Caterers: Did you know that our school  
has a catering committee? Yes we do. So far we have 
catered for 4 weddings. We are looking to cater, the 
Lord willing for the weddings of Janina De Boer and  
Dan Dyxhoorn of November 29 and Alyssa Minielly  
and Justin Soetemans on January 3. Our committee 
members are Annie Klunder , Gertie Krale,Tracy 
Klazinga and Diana Schenk. We have catered 2 out-
door weddings  at family homes and have catered 2 
indoor weddings in the Camlachie Hall. W e look 
forwar d to working in the W atford Community 
Centre also later this  month. If you have a function 
that would r equire a dinner or a light lunch please 
feel free to talk to Diana Schenk at 845-3208 to see if 
the John Knox Caterers could work for your event. 
Dinner menus are available upon request.

A Thank You: On behalf of the John Knox Caterers 
we would like to say a very big "THANK YOU" to 
everyone who helped serve at Chris and Laura 
Pool's wedding. Everyone worked very well to -
gether in the kitchen and the Communion of the 
Saints was very evident in the way everyone got 
along.  We really appreciate  everyone  working to-
gether for John Knox Cristian School.

JKCS History Fair: Thank you to the students for 
their commitment to making the history fair a suc -
cess; the variety of displays and topics give testi-
mony to thought and car e.  Thank you to the many 
parents, grandparents, friends, and supporters that 
joined us on Thursday evening to celebrate history.  
Additional thanks ar e expressed to Joel Campbell 
who put in a number of hours r eviewing the dis -

plays and awarding certiÞcates to good and interest-
ing work.  The Historica or ganization will inform us  
concerning the number of displays they will accept 
from our school at the regional Heritage Fair in 
London next May.  We are asking students to hold 
on to their pr ojects for the time being and I will let 
them know which ones will r epresent the school.

Christmas Assembly: The staff and students invite 
parents, grandparents, friends, and supporters to 
our Christmas Assembly scheduled for Friday, De-
cember 19 in the afternoon at 2:00 pm.  The pro-
gramme will featur e a variety of  music as well as 
pictur es and readings from all of the classes.  Friday, 
Dec. 19 is the last day before our Christmas break;  
the buses will leave at 3:00. 

      

Aleta M. with her History Fair project.

Aaron B. with his ÒEskimo DogÓ     project.



JKCS Board Members 2008 – 2009

Board Executive::

John Benjamins Ð Chair Ð 786-6602
Paul Wilpstra Ð Vice-Chair Ð 845-0240
Maxine Zekveld Ð Secretary/Membership Ð 845-1079
William Schenk Ð Treasurer Ð 845-3208

Board Members::

Deb DeBoer Ð Helping Hands Ð 882-3561
Jennifer Sipkens Ð Education Ð 337-6258
Bill Vanderlinde Ð Transportation Ð 899-2204
Doug Korvemaker Ð Building Ð 845-0108
Paul Wilpstra -  Promotion
Heather Wright Ð Contract Partnership Ð 882-1862

Board Report: NovemberÕs Meeting: The Fall Mem-
bership Meeting has been changed to Thursday, 
Nov 27/08 at 7:30 in the school gymnasium. We are 
sorry for any inconveniences but the CRC has their 
membership meeting that night also and they have a 
speaker scheduled. Please plan on attending. We 
will be Þnalizing the budget. Mor e information will 
come in your mailboxes or backpack express.
We are already into our thir d month of school. The 
Þrst semester is almost done. We are very thankful 
that everything seems to be running smoothly . We 
are thankful that God has provided Christian teach -
ers, involved parents, active students and a caring 
membership. But did you know that we also have a 
catering committee   I have had the opportunity of 
working with these ladies who pr ovide a wonderful 
meal. A lot of hard work goes into each event days 
before the event occurs. Please consider helping 
when they call you or you could call them and of fer 
to help. If you ar e having a wedding or event please 
consider asking them to cater! It`s another way we 
can work together and keep the cost of Christian 
education affordable.
We spent our time on committee reports, discussing 
policies, the membership meeting and setting up 
more meetings. Some times one meeting a month 
isn`t enough to adequately deal with matters. We 
ask for your continued support and prayers as we 
make decisions regarding John Knox and Christian 
Education in Wyoming!            
! ! ! ! ! Maxine Zekveld

From the Voucher Committee: Grocery vouchers 
are on sale every Thursday from 1-2:30 in the Mult-
Purpose Room. We encourage each family to take 
full advantage of this gr eat way to save on your tui-
tion costs at no expense to you and raise money for 
JKCS. Attached please Þnd a yellow slip detailing 
the available vouchers; they include a full range of 
grocery stores as well as Canadian Tire and Tim 
Hortons. You can send and receive orders via 
Òbackpack expressÓ but please advise the ofÞce and 
complete a waiver form. ! ! ! !
! ! ! - The Voucher Committee

Sports Corner::

Volleyball Tournament: The boysÕ team played very 
well at the tournament this past Saturday.  
They won all their games except those 
against Windsor and so earned second 
place!  Well done, boys!  The girls won 
three games throughout the day, earning 
them a fourth place Þnish.  Thank you to 
Joan Pelleboer and Carol Christopher for so ably 
coaching the girls, and to Marlene Noorloos and Pe-
ter Robinson for driving on Satur day.

Ongoing Projects::
Recycle for Education: Please continue to bring 

in your spent ink and toner car tridg es.  
John Kno x Christian Sc hool is par t of 
a recy cling prog ramme that helps 
keep these items out of landÞll sites.  
We also receiv e a Þnancial credit f or 
par ticipating.  Please suppor t this 
venture.

Upcoming Events:
December 4 - Parent Teacher Interviews

December 8 - Picture Retakes

December 19 - Christmas Assembly

December 22 - Jan 2 - Christmas Break

      



KINDERST A R T  -Mrs. Robinson: 
The KinderStart classroom has been 
busy with "activity ." Students con-
tinue to perfect their printing skills 
in their "Handwriting W ithout Tears" workbooks." 
They are learning how to pr operly hold their pencils  
and form the letters and numbers." Everyone has 
enjoyed trips to the computer lab for pr ograms 
which help to teach numbers, letters, shapes and 
patterns." During the month of November , we spent 
some time on a special "All About Me" unit. " Stu-
dents were reminded that they have been uniquely 
created in God's image." We also discussed the bless-
ings of family and friends. " Upon the completion of 
this unit, each student brought home a special book 
about themselves." As the month comes to a close, 
the class is excited to prepare for Christmas!

Gr. 1&2 -Miss Sluys: Sir John A. MacDonald, Jo-
seph Brant, J. Armand Bombar dier, Roberta Bonday 
and Paulette Bourgeious are the names of Þve great 
Canadians that the Gr. 1/2 class have been learning 
about in our Canada unit.  WeÕve also learned about 
Canadian inventions (the telephone, zipper, paint 
roller, Canadarm and the hockey stick to name a 
few) as well as Canadian animals and artwork.  
Canada is a wonderful country wher e we may live 
glorious and fr ee!

Gr. 3&4 -Mrs. Noorloos and Mrs. Tamming: The 
grade three class is excited about learning multipli-
cation!  The grade four class takes up the challenge 

of learning 3 digit 
multiplication.  W e 
are amazed at the 
order and pattern 
God has placed in 
numbers.  The stu-
dents are enjoying 
our new science 
unit called The 
Heavens Declare....  
In this unit we ex -
plor e space, the 
earth, the sun, the 
moon, the constel-
lations, as well as 

the planets in our solar system.  
Wow!  The Heavens deÞnitely 

Òdeclare the glory of GodÓ and 
Òthe skies proclaim the work of his 

handsÓ!  (Psalm 19:1). 

Gr. 5&6 -Miss Rekman: This past month has 
been Þlled with many exciting classes and activities.  
At the very beginning of the month the students 
participated in their very Þrst History Fair .  The pro-
jects were well done and included topics such as 
Fort Henry, Beavers, and the Engleharts.  We also 
began new units in Literatur e and Socials.  In Litera-
tur e we are reading King of the Wind by Marguerite 
Henri.  It is a story of an Arabian horse and a boy 
Agba.  Students also are enjoying learning about 
New France in Socials.  Along with this unit, we an -
ticipate a visit to the Ska-na-doht Iroquois Village 
near Mt. Brydges.  We also welcomed new class 
pets: three goldÞsh.  After a ballot vote we decided 
to name the Þsh Gerbil, Sunßash, and Wonderwo -
man.  Another highlight of the month has been the 
recent snowfall.  Not only wer e students ecstatic 
about the day off school, but they have enjoyed their 
past recesses designing and building snow-forts. 

Gr. 7&8 - Mr. Boersma & Mrs. 

Koetsier:: November of fered a wide range of learn-

ing opportunities for our senior students.  The His -
tory Fair dominated the Þrst week; students did a 
wonderful job bringing Canadian history to life.  
While that was going on, students wr ote the Cana-
dian Test of Basic Skills.  The Þve hours of testing 
took place over Þve days.  Remembrance Day pro-
vided a great occasion to learn about the role of 
Canada in war and peace.  Students learned about 
World War II, wr ote thoughtful essays and poems, 
and created artwork.  In addition they wer e reading 
The Hobbit and exploring the land down under , Aus-
tralia.  They needed a break - fortunately the volley -
ball tournament of fered that.  It should be noted that 
students appreciate and enjoy the media projector in 
the classroom; it offers diverse ways of learning and 
discovering.  

      


