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Theme:  “Christ-Centred Learning for Today...and Tomorrow”

School Mu sical:  The staff and students of John 
Knox are preparing for this year Õs musical.  Acting 
rehearsals and singing practice will soon Þll the 
noon hours.  Entitled Acorn to Oaks, the play pre-
sents a musical story based on the message of the 
parable of the seeds.  The production will be staged 
at the Wyoming Christian Reformed Chur ch on 
Thursday, April 17.

Anniver sar y Celebrat ions: The Anniversary Com -
mittee would like your help in spr eading the word 
about the schoolÕs 50th anniversary.  Easter is com-
ing and as many families gather for this occasion, it 

seems like a 
good opportu -
nity to share 
information 
with family 
members, for-
mer students 
or staff mem-
bers, and sup-
porters of 
JKCS.  The 
celebration 

takes place on Saturday, May 3.  There is an Open 
House at the school from 4:30 to 6:30.  Refreshments 
and snacks will be available.  This will be followed 
by a Thanksgiving service at the Wyoming Christian  
Reformed Church at 7:30.  Refreshments will be 
served.  We are also asking if people in the commu-
nity would be willing to billet guests who may 

travel some distance to attend on this day.  Please 
call Maggie Boersma or Shirley Moesker for more 
information or to of fer this service. 

 Applicat ions f or Gr ants fr om Childr en Fir st:  
Every year for the past Þve  years, the Children First 
Foundation has offered grants for tuition help to 
families who wish to have their 
child attend an independent 
school.  There are also a limited 
number of grants for families cur -
rently enrolled in an independent 
school.  For more information, 
please check with Amanda in the 
ofÞce.  The applications must be Þlled out online at 
www .childr enÞrstgrants.ca.  The deadline to apply 
is March 31, 2008.

JKCS Dinner/ Auct ion: Saturday, March 29 - Have 
you booked a table yet?  Half of the tables are sold.  
DonÕt wait too long because they are going 
quickly ...!  Please hand in your donation slips to a 
committee member or you can place them in the 
nicely decorated box at the school.  If you would 
like a spot reserved for dinner please call a commit-
tee member.  If you have any business contacts that 
you think would be willing and able to donate to -
wards the auction please talk to a committee mem-
ber for a form to hand to them for income tax pur -
poses.  Thanks from the committee - Paul Wilpstra, 
Doug and Tara Boelens, Karen Sipkens and Diana 
Schenk
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Proje ct Lo ve:  On February 14, the students at John 
Knox participated in a special pr ogram entitled Pro-

ject Love.  School supply kits wer e assembled by 
each student paired with their r eading partner, in-
cluded a personal note, and then sent to a Third 
World country .  This is undertaken through an ini -
tiative by CODE, an Ontario literacy gr oup.  This 
year the kits will be going to T anzania.  In some 
parts of the world, educational materials such as 
books, paper, pencils, rulers and erasers are scarce 
and expensive.  Supplies we use everyday in Can-
ada can be difÞcult to obtain by people who live in 

remote 
villages 
or other 
impov -
erished 
areas of 
Tanza-
nia.  
CODEÕs 
Project 
Love is a 
great 
oppor -
tunity 

for us to act by sending much needed educational 
materials to students and teachers in developing 
countries while supporting the thir d world.  Ap -
proximately 40 packages of school supplies were 
com-
piled 
on Feb-
ruary 
14 as 
part of 
this 
special 
Valen-
tineÕs 
Day 
project 
de-
signed 
to help these schools in Tanzania.  Our reading part-
ners worked together to add a personal note of en-
couragement.   

Board Repor t:  February’s Meeting:  This monthÕs 
meeting was a fairly lengthy meeting with lots to 
discuss and do.  Our primary goal is to continue the 
nomination pr ocess for our Spring Membership 
Meeting which has been set for April 10, 2008.  We 
went over the Preliminary Budget which will be in 
your Membership packages and handed to you by 
March 30.  The Education Committee presented a 
lengthy policy for the Resour ce Program which 
needed approval.  I think many on this committee 
are ready for a break from policy r eviews.  ItÕs a big 
job and shows the dedication of this committee to 
making sure we are offering the best Christian edu-
cation possible.  The Transportation Committee pr e-
sented a lengthy policy for Transportation Proce-
dur es to be reviewed.  This sums up the bulk of the 
work for the T ransportation Committee in pr oviding  
our own transportation.  ItÕs been a big commitment 
from this committee but is very Þnancially pr oÞtable 
for the school.  Paul gave us an up to date report on 
the Auction.  If you donÕt have a table yet you better 
book one soon.  With PaulÕs (and his committeeÕs) 
enthusiasm the tables are selling quickly.  The re-
sponse of applicants for the 5/6 maternity position 
has been very encouraging.  Interviews are under 
way and hopefully the position will be Þlled in the 
next week.  God has been very faithful to us in 
granting us Christian education for the past 50 
years.  We pray he will continue to guide us for the 
next 50 years. 
! On behalf of the Board,
! ! ! ! Maxine Zekveld
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Response: Every year for the last four years we 
have been taking part in a ÒValentines for 
PeacekeepersÓ project.  Valentine messages of sup-
port are sent to Canadian peacekeepers and soldiers 
in various stations around the globe; messages are 
also sent to veterans.  We have received a very warm 
and appreciative letter referring to the thoughtful 
messages of support and prayer written by students 
(from our school).  The letter came from the Legion 
Branch in Elora, Ontario and included some very 
good quality bookmarks.  It r einforces the positive 
power of goodness, however the small deed.

From the Voucher Commit t ee: As you may or may 
not know, after we sell out of the Tim Hortons 
vouchers we will not be carrying them any mor e.  
They will only be giving 1 per cent to the school so it 
is not worth our time and ener gies.  If you want 
some, NOW is a great time to stock up.  We have a 
good supply left so make sure to get yours while we 
still have some and help reduce YOUR tuition.  
Thank you!  -The Voucher Committee

MS Readatho n: Our readathon has ended as the 
last day for this event was February, 22.  Thanks to 
all the parents who encouraged their childr en to 
read.  The students did a great job raising money for 
multiple scler osis and there were some deÞnite 
beneÞts to this event. The school will receive Scho-

lastic book vouch-
ers based on the 
amount of funds 
raised;  this is of 
beneÞt to all stu-
dents as it boosts 
our library .  The 
staff will also hon -
our the class that 
raises the most per 

student with a picnic/barbecue.  Reading partners 
continue to meet every Tuesday from 10:00 to 10:15 
am to read until Mar ch Break begins.  

Do I Ha ve t o Read This? Social changes have led 
to a decline in reading and writing skills.  As a soci-
ety or a local community, should we worry about 

this?  HereÕs something for thought.  Students who 
read for pleasure nearly every day performed better 
on reading tests than those who rarely or never read 
for enjoyment.  Mor eover, regular readers score 
higher on math tests.  But there is no money in read-
ing, you say.  Workplace surveys indicate that 75% 
of American employers rate Òreading comprehen-
sionÓ very high.  Better reading skills correlated 
with higher income.  These are some of the Þndings 
from a recent report prepared by the National En-
dowment of the Arts (in the USA).  The report does 
not recommend any quick or simple solutions;  it 
encourages families, students, and schools to foster 
a reading cultur e where reading is a daily activity 
not only for r equired purposes but also for enjoy-
ment.

Librar y Help:  The invitation for help in computeriz -
ing the school library still stands.  We appreciate the 
positive r esponse weÕve had so far; there is room for 
more helpers. It is not difÞcult to learn and even giv -
ing a few hours at a time can make a big difference.  
This is a project we would love to complete this 
year.  Please call the school or speak to Mrs. Nywen-
ing if you can help out with this pr oject.

Spor ts Co r ner ::

School Hockey: The school hockey team is an amaz-
ing 2 for 2! They outscored Strathroy Community 
Christian by 8-4 last Friday, February 22.  They 
played Sarnia Christian Feb. 28 and won that game 
as well.  The hockey team is coached by volunteers 
Jack Koetsier and Arjan Bos.  In addition to the two 
games, the boys have practiced twice in the friendly 
conÞnes of Watford Ar ena.  The Þnal game is against 
Sarnia Christian on March 3.  

Basketb all:  The girlsÕ basketball team is playing in 
the central lambton league with other public 
schools.  All games are held at Lambton Centennial 
School by Petrolia.  Margi Sipkens is the volunteer 
coach.  She willingly givers her time two noon hours  
a week to conduct practices.  Her dedication to the 
games is a positive boost to the team.  The girls have 
tried har d but not far ed as well as other years but 
they keep their heads up and into the game!
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KINDERSTART -Mr s. Robinson: 
February was a month to be thank-
ful for friends.  KinderStart students 
excitedly pr epared for ValentineÕs 
Day and handed their cards out on the special day.  
The class also began a new socials unit, ÒCelebrating 
GodÕs Gift of FoodÓ.  In addition to learning about 
the four food gr oups, they have been talking about 
taking care of their bodies and living an active life.  
Students are beginning to memorize Psalm 23 and 
they are already looking forwar d to reciting it to the 
Grandparents and Grandfriends in April.

Gr. 1&2-Miss Sl uys: The Gr. 1/2 class has turned 
into a group of Bookworms!  Reading for the MS 
Readathon as well as the Accelerated Reading Pro-
gram has given opportunity for Gr . 1/2 students to 
put their newly acquir ed reading skills to good use 
and the Gr. 2Õs to both reÞne and improve their 
reading skills.  On Friday, March 7 weÕll be having 
an ice cream celebration to mark our outstanding 
goal achievements.  Way to go Gr. 1/2!  In Bible 
weÕve been learning about GodÕs gracious and mer-
ciful ways in dealing with his people.  In Math Gr . 
1Õs are currently working on measur ement while Gr. 
2Õs are completing exercises on two digit addition 
(add the ones Þrst!).  In French, weÕve learned vo-
cabulary for The Body and students are very skilled 

at playing Simon Dit (Simon Says)! 

Gr. 3&4 -Mr s. Noor loos and Mr s. Tamming: We 
have been learning Psalm 139: 13, 14 - ÒFor your 
created my inmost being; you knit me together in 
my mother Õs womb.  I praise you because I am fear-
fully and wonderfully made...Ó.  W e have been 
amazed at how God has put our bodies together 
with or gans that work together in harmony and op -
erate continually without us having to think about 
it.  Wow!  We are putting together our own paper 
skeleton with all the major or gans.  God is truly an 
awesome designer! 

Gr. 5&6 -Mr s. Tetr eault : Grade 5/6 has made good 
use of the updated computer lab.  Our math class is 
enhanced by excellent games and practice activities.  
Students can use the mouse to Ôclick and dragÕ pro-

tractors to measure angles, and 
move rulers on 
the screen to 
Þnd out di -
mensions of 

polygons.  These activities Þt 
perfectly with our unit on 2-D 
Geometry and Ar ea.  Practic-
ing these essential skills on a 
computer adds an exciting 
twist to a necessary task.  Stu-
dents also worked in the com-
puter lab to create a Mexico 
fact sheet based on their re-
search, complete with inter esting graphics.  Grade 
5/6 students will be pr esenting their Þndings and 
showing their art component next week.  Our cul -
minating activity will be a Mexican Þesta, wher e 
weÕll share traditional Mexican food and work on 
murals inspir ed by Diego Rivera, a famous Mexican 
painter. 

Gr. 7&8-Mr . Boer sma & Mr s. Koetsie r : As we 
wrap up term two and pr epare for March Break, the 
students in grades 7 & 8 have been busy with a 
number of in class and out of class activities.  Re-
cently, they took the tone chimes and other musical 
instruments to perform at V ision Nursing Home in 
Sarnia.  Basketball and hockey provide an outlet for 
physical activity .  The basketball teams play in a 
league with area public schools.  The hockey team 
plays against Sarnia and Strathroy Christian schools.  
Many of the senior students have taken on acting 

and singing roles in 
our upcoming school 
musical.  In the class-
room, students recently 
presented book reports 
in a dif ferent form; 
they created a Òbook 
boxÓ which used arti-
cles to communicate 

key events and features 
of the book.  In science, the study of force, work, and 
energy leads to the study of machines; students are 
understanding how the Òsimple machinesÓ play a 
key role in the technology around us.  
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