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Theme: “Christ-Centred Learning for Today...and Tomorrow”

New Year Blessings: A new year always promises
so much. This year we tell ourselves, weOll get it
right; weOll give up the bad habits and take up good
ones with a purpose. On the morning of January 1,
the new year stretched out before us like a beld cowv
ered with fr eshly fallen snow. It waits for our foot -
prints. By now, almost a month later, the snow has
turned to rain, ice, and mud. ItOs messy; our good
intentions melted by r eality or weakened by lack of
resolve. ThatOs nogason for despair but rather it
underlines
the need and
power of
forgiveness.
With Christ,
every day,
every hour
not just
every year is
an opportu -
nity for a
second or
third chance.
We donOt need to carry asund the muddy mess
from our discarded resolutions but rather we can
focus on GodOs grace and be alert to the many bless
ings He offers to us every day. May this year, 2008,
be a year we, individuals and as a community, corn-
tinue to grow in the knowledge and grace of Christ.

JKCS Teaching Position: As you know, Mrs. Te-
treault is taking maternity leave beginning in April.
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For this reason, JKCS is looking for a grades 5/6
teacher to complete the school year (lateApril till
June 24). V¢ are also ofering a second contract to
pll the vacancy from August 25 till late April 2009.
The same person could fulbll both contracts, but not
necessarily If you are interested, or know someone
who may be, please contact the school or check the
JKCS website for more information.

Final Call from the Fiftieth Anniversary Com-

mittee: The gala evening will take place May 3. We
need your help! We are still looking for old photos,
stories, and memorabilia from the past so we can
create a display and a DVD. If you have any items
of interest to shar, please dop them off at the
school no later than Feb. 15th so we can start putting
the DVD and display together. For more informa-
tion you may contact Maggie Boersma (845-0646) or
Shirley Moesker (845-0277).

Applications for Grants from Chil-

dren First: Every year for the past

bve years, the Children First Foun-

dation has offered grants for tuition

help to families who wish to have

their child attend an independent

school. There are also a limited number of grants
for families curr ently enrolled in an independent
school. For more information, please check with
Amanda in the ofpce. The applications must be
blled out online at www .childr enbrstgrants.ca The
deadline to apply is Mar ch 31, 2008.

Fax: 519-845-1404
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** * \WhatOs Happening * * *

Reading Partners: Every year the students at JKCS
Opartner upO for eading. An older student will join

a younger one, bnd a comfortable spot somewhele
in a classoom, library, or gym and read aloud to
each other [tOs become a tradition at our school yet
it remains a great way to encourage reading. Itis,
however, only the beginning. Family r eading time is
a wonderful opportu -
nity to share stories,
strengthen bonds, and
boost learning. Earlier
last month, January 27,
was family literacy day .
1tOs good to set time
aside for OliteracyO but
once a year seems but a feeble gesta: Planning
time for r eading is a good idea especially if it can be
a family activity and done at a r egular time. What
we read is also important. It is always good to turn
the pages of the Bible and hear its message and
words in a different setting. Similarly, well-written
stories or poems or songs or magazine articles or
short plays come alive when shared orally. Lan-
guage is a gift from God; it is a gift we can develop
and grow thr ough practice and enjoyment. Reading
- the rewards are too numerous for wor ds!

JKCS Dinner/Auction: Have you booked a table
yet? A number of them are spoken for already. THE
DEADLINE T O RESER/E TABLES IS FEBRUARY
29. Have you reserved some tickets yet? Pdraps
you do not want to sit alone. Please talk to one of
the committee members and we can place you at a
table. Have you thought about what you ar e going
to contribute to the auction yet? In your mailbox

you will Pnd some gr eat ideas to work on, purchase
or plan that would raise money for John Knox
Christian School. Please give your forms to any
committee member or to Amanda Deelstra at the
school. We will forwar d them to Joan Pelleboer who
will be making the Auction booklet. Again we as a
committee would like to thank you for contributing

to this great fundraiser. Above all we thank God for
His great blessings He has given to John Knox
Christian School over the past 50 years. Praise God
from whom ALL blessings freely Row.
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JKCS Board M embers 2007-2008

Board Executive:

Ken Sipkens — Chairman — 337-6258

Paul Wilpstra — Vice-Chair — 845-0240

Maxine Zeveld — Secretary/Membership — 845-1079
Doug Korvemaker — Treasurer/Finance — 845-0482

BoardMiembers:

Deb DeBoer — Helping Hands — 882-3561
Margaret Noorloos — Education — 542-8614
Bill Vanderlinde — Transportation — 899-2204
Harry VanRuitenburg — Building — 845-0108
Heather Wright — Promotion — 882-1862

Board Report: January©Meeting:A new year, a new
month - time to look at some upcoming changes. In
April we will have our Spring Membership Meeting.
It seems a long ways of but we have begun to look
at nominations to Pll 3 positions. We ask that you
prayerfully consider these tasks if you r eceive a
phone call. Itis a lot of work and commitment but
there are also many rewards. You will become very
aware of the work and commitment it takes to keep
a viable Christian School in our community . You
will be in closer contact with the staf f, students and
day to day opera-
tions in the school.
You will see what a
blessing Christian
Education is and
that we should not
take it for granted.
If you have any
guestions regard-
ing nominations or
what the job might entale please contact any Boad
Member and they will be happy to talk with you!
Many of you ar e probably aware that our Grade 5/6
teacher Julie etreault and her husband are expect
ing their prst child sometime in May . We wish them
the LordOs blessings in this exciting time of their
lives. This leaves an opening in our teaching staf
for 1 year. We have already formed a Hiring Com -
mittee and have begun to advertise for this position.
If you know of anyone inter ested in applying please
contact Ymko Boersma.

! On behalf of the Board,

! ! ! ! Maxine Zekveld

Phone: 519-845-3112 Fax: 519-845-1404
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** * \WhatOs Happening * * *

MS Readathon: Every other year our school par-
ticipates in the multiple scler osis readathon. It
serves a dual purpose: it raises awaeness and funds
for MS and it encourages reading. To introduce the
pro-
gramme,
we hosted
an assem
bly on
Tuesday,
January 29
at 9 am.
Reading is
always an
activity to
be encour
aged - in this case, thee are additional rewards; the
school receives Scholastic book vouchers based on
the amount of funds raised.

From the Voucher Committee: As you may or may
not know, after we sell out of the Tim Hortons
vouchers we will not be carrying them any mor e.
They will only be giving 1 to the school so it is not
worth our time and ener gies. If you want some,
NOW is a great time to stock up. We have a good
supply left so make sure to get yours while we still
have some and help reduce YOUR tuition. Thank
you!

-The \Wucher Committee

Flour for Sale: The meat pie committee has some
Bour for sale. We will sell a 10kg bag of white Bour
for $5.00 a bag. If you ae interested please talk to
Diana Schenk at 845-3208 Arrangements will need
to be made to get the Bour from the home of Mrs.
Dorothy Van Wyk.

Family Skate Day: The Christian Labour Associa-
tion of Canada invites its members, supporters, and
friends to enjoy the brst annual CLAC Family Skate
Day. On Family Day (Monday, Febrary 18, 2008),
CLAC will pr ovide free ice time at the Thames
Campus Arena from 9am to 10am and at the Dies
den Arena from 1:00 to 2:30 and at the Clearwater
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Arena, 1400 Wllington St., Sarnia, from 2:30 to
5:00pm. Thete is no chage, but food items for the
Chatham Outreach for Hunger will be collected.

Library Help: The volunteers in our school library
have been working very hard - thatOs not news.
Their current focus is computerizing the library
holdings. They have become familiar with the soft -
ware but do not have enough available time to Oin
putO the books. They ae very good at training
helpers to do this. Please call the school or speak to
Mrs. Nywening if you can give some time to this
project.

Board Members: Serving on the Board of JKCS is a
great opportunity to play a signibcant r ole in grow-
ing your local Christian school and in gr owing gifts
in our young students. Parental involvement is one
of the keys to a successful school. If you know
someone who would like to serve in this way or has
a heart for Christian education, please shate that
with a Board member; the Board will be considering
new members at its upcoming meeting.

Spor ts Cor ner ::

Basketball Tournament: The boys and girlsO bas
ketball teams travelled to Chatham
on Friday, January 25 to compete in
the Chatham District Christian
Schools tournament. Although the
results were not to our liking, the
day provided plenty of opportu -
nity to learn about team play and
developing skills. Thanks very
much to Mrs. Tetreault and Margie
Sipkens for coaching the teams.

School Hockey - ready for more sports: Stu-
dents ready for a school hockey team. Jack Koetsier
has volunteered to help out with a school team with
the help of Arjan Bos. Practices and games to begin
in February.
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KINDERSTART -Mrs. Robinson:
KinderStart kicked of f January 2008

by digging into winter . We learned WS>
about dif ferent kinds of winter

weather and even tried a snow experiment to de-
termine the best way to stay warm. Dif ferent ver-
sions of an old folktale, OThe MittenO wee read and
students stitched their own mitten in or der to retell
the story to family and friends. In Bible, the class
learned about some of the judges and prophets. We
often recited the verse, ODo not be discouraged, for
the Lord your God will be with you wher ever you
go.0 (Joshua 1:9). What an encouragement for even
us today!

Gr. 1&2-Miss Sluys: The Grade 1/2 class has been
learning about Canadian Symbols and Celebrations.
WeOve looked at the maple leaf, Canadian coat of
arms, Canadian currency as well as Canadian nature
(birds and Bowers for each province). WeOve also
learned about Canada Day, Flag Day, Victoria Day,
and Labour Day. WeOve developed a new appecia-
tion for our country - itOs cultural diversity , itOs rich
landforms and the fr eedom that we have to worship

our God!

Gr. 3&4-Mrs. Noorloos and Mrs. Tamming: We
have been enjoying the new computers that are in
the computer lab.
Many of the pro-
grams tie in won -
derfully with the
curriculum we ar e
currently using.
QUltrakeyO is prae
ticed once a week to
strengthen our typ -
ing skills. OwWord-
WayO and @rite-
WayO have helped
reinforce grammar
concepts, and Mu-
sicAceD has been a
great addition to
our music program. Gr. 3/4 have just completed
their Engineering Unit. They have studied about
wheels, pulleys and a variety of levers which they
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incorporated into their own pr oject.
Many of the pr ojects which the stu-
dents presented to the class could
move, lift, r oll, dump and shoot!

Gr. 5&6-Mrs. Tetreault: Grade 5/6 is busy uncov -
ering knowledge on Mexico. Thr ough reseach pro-
jects on topics like traditional food and clothing, fes -
tivals, farming and the W ar of Independence, stu
dents are getting a taste of the culture in Mexico.
Our curr ent Science study is on the skeletal system.
Students are learning about bones through comics,
web challenges, and information packets provided
by the Ministry of Health. This pr ogram, CPower 4
Bone® has Grade 5/6 excited to learn about the
skeletal system each week. In Bible class, students
are working on a photo essay about IsraelOs journey
to Canaan. The class is illustrating and describing
dif ferent stages in the journey and will be displaying
their work in our classr oom.

Gr. 7&8-Mr. Boersma & Mrs. Koetsier: Winter
term is an active time for Grade 7 & 8 students.
They are busy playing basketball in the Central
Lambton league with
local public high

schools. They ae dis-
covering that this sport
has a high skill level and
requires consistent ef
fort. The classmoom is
also a busy place. Can
adaOs north is a focus of
their novel study: Lostin
the Barenshy Farley
Mowat. Students are
occupied with making
maps of the journey in
the story and creating
computer posters to feature key location in the
novel. The MS Readathon has also occupied their
thoughts; the Grade 7/8 students have produced a
series of posters, on display aound the school, en
couraging all students to read. 1tOs not all about
reading as our latest science unit pesents a study on
forces and stuctures as it introduces basic concepts
in physics.
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