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JKCS beacon

Theme: “Living in the Light ?

Prayer for the New Year:

Dear Lord,

We praise you for the glorious beauty of your cre-
ated world. We praise you for the abundance of
goodness you have placed around us. In this new
year, we ask only that we may have hearts to show
appreciation and gratitude.

Strengthen us in this year ahead that we may have
the courage and wisdom to live in your light. Grant
us wisdom and understanding; grant us also the pa-
tience to wait on you. May we grow in faith day by
day all the year through and may you shower us
with your grace.

Develop in us the good gifts of service that we may
enrich the lives of others in your name. Imbue us
with the right confidence to share those gifts with
wisdom and patience.

We pray at the start of this new year that peace may
prevail. The futility of man’s effort to keep peace is
too evident. We turn to you, O Lord, and call on the
name of the Prince of Peace; show us your love and
your power.

We know you are merciful and we ask forgiveness
of the numerous shortcomings we have shown in
the past year. We pray that in this year ahead you
will guide us in your paths of righteousness and
lead us to walk in the light.

Amen.

Christmas Reprise: Due to the snow day which af-
fected the last day of school before Christmas break
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and unfortunately, the Christmas chapel, we
had to have a “reprise” in the New Year.
Even though Christmas was over, the joy
that Christmas brings was still evident. The
chapel was held on Thursday, January 8 and
featured the students performing a variety of
songs and recitations. The musical talent of the
JKCS students was evident as the classes performed
using hand bells, tone chimes, recorders, and ulti-
mately, their singing voices. Thanks to all the par-
ents, grandparents, friends, and supporters that
came out to the school on Thursday, January 8 to
enjoy the students” Christmas presentation. We
truly appreciate the large turnout on short notice;
thank you for affirming the efforts of your students.

Applications for Grants from Children First:
Every year for the past five years, the Children First
Foundation has offered grants for

tuition help to families who wish to

have their child attend an inde-

pendent school. The grants are in-

tended primarily for families whose

children currently attend a public

school but would prefer an inde-

pendent school. There are also a limited number of
grants for families currently enrolled in an inde-
pendent school. For more information, please check
with Amanda in the office. The applications must
be filled out online at www.childrenfirstgrants.ca.
The deadline is March 31, 2009.

Tax: 519-845-1404
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Reading Partners: It's a wonderful winter term
tradition that the students at JKCS “partner up” for
reading. This year, it began on Tuesday, January 20
and will continue every week until March Break.
An older student will join a younger one, find a
comfortable spot somewhere in a classroom, library,
or gym and read aloud to each other. It's become a
tradition at
our school
yet it re-
mains a
great way to
encourage
reading. It
is, however,
only the be-
ginning.
Family read-
ing time is a
wonderful
opportunity
to share sto-
ries, strengthen bonds, and boost learning. Later
this month, Family Literacy Day was set aside for
“family activities” based around reading. There is
no need to limit it to once a year or an occasional
evening. As this programme is an encouragement to
read, we also ask that you provide opportunity and
resources for your students to read wisely and often
at home. Read to your child and have he or she read
to you.

Reading - the rewards are too numerous for words!

Speaking Aloud...Allowed: We are hosting a
speechfest on February 17 at 1 pm. Students in all
grades will prepare either a recitation (grades 1-4) or
a speech (grades 5-8). These will be presented in
class. Selections will be made for presentation at the
assembly on February 17. Students will be given
some time in class to write a speech or select a reci-
tation; all are encouraged to practice presentations
at home. We are also hoping that some of the stu-
dents will save their speeches for the Legion Public
Speaking Contest later this spring.

Time for Talents: Instead of a big-time spring mu-
sical, we are giving all students an opportunity to

share their special talents at our “Time for Talents”
evening scheduled for Wednesday, February 25 at
7:30 pm. Students can prepare a musical number,
present a skit, or showcase their performance talent.
All students will also have a chance to submit art
pieces or photographs for our visual exhibit. A
sheet will be sent home later this week outlining the
event in more detail.

Food for Learning: A recent research project,
undertaken by groups of Harvard medical
organizations, seeks to assess the relationship
between nutrition and learning. The results
proved startling. Here’s a summative quote
from the introduction to the report:

There exists no “safe” level of inadequate nu-
trition for healthy, growing children. Even
nutritional deficiencies of a relatively short
duration - a missed break-
fast, an inadequate lunch -
impair children’s ability to
function and learn. When
children attend school inade-
quately nourished, their bodies
conserve the limited food energy
that is available. Energy is first reserved for critical
organ functions. It’s sufficient energy remains, it
then is allocated for growth. The last priority is for
social activity and learning. As a result, undernour-
ished children become more apathetic and have im-
paired learning capacity.

The report serves as a timely reminder for all of us
that nutrition and healthy eating are beneficial for a
number of important reasons. As Christians, we
should understand that taking good care of our-
selves physically shows respect for God’s purpose in
creating us.

For more on the report check:
www.Sodexofoundation.org/hunger us.

Uncoming Events:
February 13 - PD. Day
February 16 - Family Day
February 17 - Speechfest
February 25 - Time for Tdlents
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JKCS Board Members 2008 - 2009

Board Executive:;

John Benjamins — Chair — 786-6602

Paul Wilpstra — Vice-Chair — 845-0240

Maxine Zekveld — Secretary/Membership — 845-1079
William Schenk — Treasurer — 845-3208

Board Members::

Deb DeBoer — Helping Hands — 882-3561

Jennifer Sipkens — Education — 337-6258

Bill Vanderlinde — Transportation — 899-2204
Doug Korvemaker — Building — 845-0108

Paul Wilpstra - Promotion

Heather Wright — Contract Partnership — 882-1862

Board Report: January Meeting: (Jan. 14) Here we
are in the new year - 2009 looking ahead to the new
school year. We have received a letter from a family
expressing their desire for JK to be offered for a full
day. As a board we are discussing this option but we
would like to hear from our membership or future
families attending JKCS. As a result we will not
make a decision until after the Open House on Wed,
Jan 28/09 There are many factors to consider. Not all
children are ready for a full day of school at that age.
How will this affect the SKs? The tuition rate for JK
is based on the % of time JK is offered. Are parents
willing to volunteer time in the classroom? Please
communicate with the Board or the school what you
would like to see. Even though we do not know if it
will be offered for a full day we will be continuing to
offer it for at least Tues. and Thurs mornings.

We also started nomination for the School Board.
Serving on the School Board is a privilege but also a
lot of work. We are honoured and blessed to be able
to offer Christian Ed in Wyoming. Even though our
student enrollment has been declining for the past
couple of years it should level off next year. There-
fore we are looking for committed members to let
their names stand for nomination. Please prayer-
fully consider letting your name stand. It would
mean at least 2-3 meetings a month but it would also
give you the opportunity to be involved and aware
of what is happening at JKCS. Christian Ed should
never be taken for granted. We all need to work to-
gether and pray for God’s continued faithfulness.

(Jan. 22) On Jan. 22/09 we had a special board meet-
ing to look at the vision of the school. We did an
evaluation Christian Stewardship Services to see if
we think our school is sinking or flourishing. For the
most part we felt the school is coasting. We then
looked at our strengths and weaknesses, opportuni-
ties, threats and priorities to change our areas of
concern. We are looking at inviting Brenda Tindale
to come to a board meeting to discuss Strategic
Planning for JKCS.

The one area of our agenda we did not get to was
membership. Who can be a member and who can’t.
There seems to be some confusion as to whether or
not you need to be a member to serve on board. Ap-
parently the constitution is not clear on this and
some other matters. Please pray for us as we discuss
this matter and other concerns. Pray that we may
strive to seek God’s will and not our own.

On behalf of the board,

Maxine Zekveld

From the Voucher Committee: Grocery vouchers
are on sale every Thursday from 1-2:30 in the Mult-
Purpose Room. We encourage each family to take
full advantage of this great way to save on your tui-
tion costs at no expense to you and raise money for
JKCS. Attached please find a yellow slip detailing
the available vouchers; they include a full range of
grocery stores as well as Canadian Tire and Tim
Hortons. You can send and receive orders via
“backpack express” but please advise the office and
complete a waiver form.

- The Voucher Committee

(Ongoing S esecls

Recycle for Education: Please continue
to bring in your spent ink and toner
cartridges. John Knox Christian School
is part of a recycling programme that
helps keep these items out of landfill
sites. We also receive a financial credit
for participating. Please support this venture.




KINDERST A RT -Mrs. Robinson:
The KinderStart students were eager
to come back to school after their
Christmas break. They began the
new year by discussing some of their plans and
resolutions for 2009. In Bible, the class read about
Elijah and Elisha. The abundance of snow outside
provided the perfect setting for our socials unit,
Winder Wonder. There were many winter books, ac-
tivities, and games to enjoy. One of the highlights of
the month was the beginning of reading partners.
Some of the SK students were even reading to their
partners from grade 5 &6!
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Gr. 1&2 -Miss Sluys: Students soon fell into rou-
tine once again following the Christmas break. Gr. 1
students are learning about long vowels in Phonics
while Gr. 2’s are learning about contractions, suf-
fixes and prefixes. Doesn’t get more exciting than
that! In Math Gr. 1 is learnings how to add and sub-
tract while Gr. 2’s are refining those skills. We've
completed a unit on Healthy Habits and students are
remembering to cough into their sleeve, wash their
hands and get plenty of rest and exercise. In our
new unit Home Around the World we’ll be taking a
“trip” to Australia! This country is home to many
interesting animals and students will be partnered
up to learn more about dingos, Tasmanian devils,
koalas and sugar gliders and sharing what they’ve
learned with the class.

Gr. 3&4 -Mrs. Noorloos and Mrs. Tamming: The
grade three and four students have been picking up
speed in their multiplication “mad-minutes”. They
are also doing some work with dollars and cents. In
Art, the students worked on designing their own
planet and have written about them after complet-
ing a unit on The Heavens Declare... In both science
and math we have seen that our God is a God of
beauty, patterns and order! What an awesome God!
We are now beginning a Canada unit. We will learn
about its variety of landforms, its major bodies of
water, provinces, territories, capitals as well as our
privileges and freedoms as Canadian citizens. We
will see Canada as a gift from God and will ac-
knowledge our need to be responsible citizens.

Gr.566  -Miss Rekman: The
first thing that came to mind
when the students were asked
about the month of January was
snow! There is so much of it! Grade
5/6 thinks this is great because of snow days and
the many things they can build at recess. In the
classroom this month the highlight was Reading and
Writing Day. Students were able to bring in a comfy
item (pillow, slippers, etc.) and enjoyed writing an
adventurous story, reading with their reading
buddy, and enjoying a cup of hot chocolate with
marsh mallows of course! At the end of the month
our class lead a chapel which included a small skit
about painter Albracht Durer.

Gr. 7&8 ~-Mr. Boersma & Mrs. Koetsier: Grade

7 and 8 students have enjoyed playing the role of
scientists this month. They have been doing a num-
ber of
chemistry
experi-
ments at
home and
in class.
Some
demonstra-
tions have
been
“loud”;
others have
been col-
ourful.
Students
tracked
their at
home ex-
periments
ina log-
book. In
addition,
basketball players took part in the Christian School
tournament in Chatham. With the speechfest and
Talent Evening coming up in February, students are
sharpening their performance skills.



