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Theme:  “Christ-Centred Learning for Today...and Tomorrow ”  

Anniversary Celebrations: Saturday, May 3 was a 
remarkable day.  Over 230 people attended the Open 
House at the school in the afternoon.  Former prin-
cipal Bill Hordyk was joined by former teachers in-
cluding Sandra Belanger, Thea DeGroot, Joan Van-
denberg, Linda Weening and, reaching deeper into 
the past, Gary Glasbergen.  Many students including  
members of classes that graduated in the 1950s were 
present.  The two hours witnessed a rich sharing of 
memories and renewal of old acquaintances.  For-
mer JKCS student and current Redeemer University 
College President, Justin Cooper, addressed the 
audience at the evening thanksgiving service; he 
outlined the challenges facing Christians and Chris-
tian schools in contemporary Canada.  Throughout 
both events, the theme of God’s faithfulness was ac-
knowledged and evident.
! An event as multifaceted as this anniversary 
celebration requires a large number of talented and 
committed people.  Mentioning names only guaran-
tees that some will be overlooked.  A general thank 
you is offered to the Anniversary Committee mem-
bers who diligently organized events, exhaustively 
contacted former teachers, and arranged decora-
tions.  We thank the many hands that prepared the 
sandwiches, wraps, treats, and cakes.  We appreciate  
the talents and willingness of those who contributed 
musically to the thanksgiving service.  God has 
blessed our school by placing it in a community that 
cares and that puts its faith to work in service and 
commitment.  We pray that those blessings may con-
tinue to abound.

Congratulations!: We share in the special joy of a 
baby girl, Aria Mae, born to Mr. and Mrs. Tetreault  
on May 15.  As staff and students we are delighted 
that God has blessed this young family.  We pray for 
his continued love, joy, and support to them.

Welcome Day for New JK/SK Students:  On 
Wednesday, May 28 we had the 
privilege of hosting students 
who will be joining our Kinder-
Start programme next year.  
This day gave them a chance to 
become familiar with the class-
room and the school.  It also 
gave the parents a chance to reg-
ister their children.  If you know 
of anyone who is interested in joining the Kinder-
Start class, please let us know.

Patmos College Presents: The students of Patmos 
College are offering an interactive musical play enti-
tled Rumpelstiltskin; it will be presented at John 
Knox on Friday, June 6 at 9:15 am.  Guests are al-
ways welcome.

50th Anniversary Yearbooks: The 50th Anniver-
sary Yearbooks have arrived.  If you have already 
paid you may pick your book up at the school.  If 
you still need to pay we must receive your payment 
before you pick up your book.

John Knox Christian School, P.O> Box 81, 4738 Confederation Line, Wyoming, Ontario.  N0N1T0

Email:  info@wyomingjkcs.com                                   Phone:  519-845-3112                                                          Fax:  519-845-1404

http://www.wyomingjkcs.com
http://www.wyomingjkcs.com
mailto:info@wyomingjkcs.com
mailto:info@wyomingjkcs.com


Board of Directors - A New Look: After the 
changeover at last week’s Board meeting, the fol-
lowing positions and responsibilities were desig-
nated:
Board Chairman - John Benjamins
Vice-chair - Paul Wilpstra
Secretary - Maxine Zekveld
Treasurer - William Schenk
Education Committee Chair - Jennifer Sipkens
Transportation Representative - Bill Vanderlinde
Promotion Committee Rep. - Paul Wilpstra
Helping Hands Rep. - Deb DeBoer
Human Resources Reps. - Paul Wilpstra, Bill Van-
derlinde
Contract Partnership - Paul Wilpstra, Heather 
Wright
Membership Committee Rep. - Maxine Zekveld
Finance Committee Chair - Bill Vanderlinde
Building and Grounds Committee - Doug Korve-
maker

Board Thank You: The Board of Directors met on 
May 7 which was also a “transition” meeting when 
new duties were assigned and the new members 
took on their roles. It is an appropriate time to thank 
the outgoing trustees for their three years of service 
to the school, society, and community.  Margaret 
Noorloos has often served on Board and always 
contributes with hard work, clear insights, and ob-
vious care for the school and students.  She has 
served  as Education Committee chair and super-
vised completion of a number of important goals.  
Ken Sipkens has been Board Chair for the past three 
years; his perspective, his diligence and his sense of 
fairness have been a great asset for the Board and 
society.  Harry VanRuitenburg has served as Board 
Secretary and Maintenance Committee Chair in ad-
dition to helping manage the school’s computer 
network.  A wide range of gifts and abilities are rep-
resented in these outgoing members.  It is a measure 
of the commitment needed by and given to your 
Christian school.  We thank you.  May God bless.

Board Report: May’s Meeting: This was our meet-
ing of saying goodbye to the retiring board members 
(Margaret Noorloos, Harry VanRuitenburg and Ken 
Sipkens).  Ymko thanked them for all their hard 

work and commitment over the past 3 years.  They 
made their committee reports, we had coffee and 
then they left.
We welcomed the new members and then got right 
down to the business of elections for new job posi-
tions.  Some positions changed but many stayed the 
same.  The next month will be busy transferring jobs 
and learning new ones but we look forward to a 
year of serving God within the school board and do-
ing our part of keeping Christian Education in 
Wyoming.  If you have any questions for these 
board members or their committees please feel free 
to contact them.  Please keep us in your prayers.
! On behalf of the Board,          Maxine Zekveld

From the Voucher Committee: As the school  year 

is coming to a close we would like to remind you 
that if you would like to apply your voucher balance 
to this year’s tuition to contact Karen Sipkens (845-
0487), or Diana Schenk (845-3208) or send a note in 
with your voucher order and we will forward the 
amount to the treasurer at the end of June.  If at any 
time you would like to know your voucher account 
balance you may also contact one of the committee 
members.  We sell vouchers every Thursday at the 
school from 1:00 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. in the extra class-
room.  Please help support this fundraiser by send-
ing in an order today via backpack, telephone, or by 
coming out on Thursdays.  If you have any ques-
tions or suggestions we also value your input.   

BUYING VOUCHERS AT JOHN KNOX EARNS 

YOU FREE TUITION DOLLARS!!!           

   -The Voucher Committee

      

JKCS Board Members 2007-2008

Board Executive:
John Benjamins – Chair – 786-6602

Paul Wilpstra – Vice-Chair – 845-0240

Maxine Zekveld – Secretary/Membership – 845-1079

William Schenk – Treasurer – 845-3208

Board Members:
Deb DeBoer – Helping Hands – 882-3561

Jennifer Sipkens – Education – 337-6258

Bill Vanderlinde – Transportation – 899-2204

Doug Korvemaker – Building – 845-0108
Paul Wilpstra - Promotion



JKCS Graduation: Twelve young people will 
graduate from JKCS this year.  A special ceremony to 
honour this milestone will take place at People’s 
Church (3888 London Line) on Wednesday, June 18 
at 7:30 pm.  All are invited to join in this joyful 
community celebration.

JKCS Graduate Update: At recent university 
graduation ceremonies, a number of JKCS students 
received special recognition.  At the risk of missing 
some - please let us know of others - I do feel it is 
important to share their accomplishments.  Melissa 
Pelleboer recently completed her BSc in Nursing at 
Western in London.  Loreen Deelstra received the 
Governor-General’s Silver Medal for five years of 
high achievement at Redeemer University College.  
At the same Redeemer ceremony, these JKCS gradu-
ates received degrees: Tom Smith, Emma Boersma, 
Kathleen Noorloos (all 3 with distinctions); Laura 
DeBoer and Melissa Verroen.  We are thankful to 
God for the gifts of these students and pleased for 
their achievements.

Sports Corner::

Track and Field: We had our local track and field 
meet on Wednesday, May 21.  The day was 
cold and windy but the events continued 
and the students did great!  We would like 
to extend a big “thank you” to all those who 
volunteered - we couldn’t have done it 

without you!

Chatham District Christian Schools Track and 

Field Meet:  On Monday, June 2, our young ath-
letes will travel to LaSalle at Sandwich Secondary 
School for the annual district field day.  Information 
packets were sent home with participating students 
earlier this week.  John Knox purple team shirts 
must be worn by all our athletes at the meet.  The 
school will be closed.  Students who are not taking 
part in events may cheer on the team as long as par-
ents accompany them.

*Photo Corner:: *s ome of t he fun Þeld t r ips at 

JKCS in the month of M ay...~* 

*On Friday, May 30, the Gr. 3/4 class went on a field trip to the 
moore museum.  sarah, aleta, and bethany show off their pioneer 
clothing*

* On Wednesday, May 28, the Gr. 1/2 class went on a field trip 
around the town of wyoming.  here adyson and aiden  are having 
fun at broadway service*

Upcoming Events:
June 2 - District Field Day in Essex

June 17 - Two Pitch Tournament

June 18 - Graduation

June 20 - School year ends

      



KINDERST A R T  -Mrs. Robinson: 
The KinderStart class enjoyed learning 
about transportation during the month 
of May.  They discussed different forms 
of land, air, and water transportation.  It was fun to think 
about how they might travel to work in 20 years.  Senior 
KinderStart students even took an imaginary trip around 
the world with “Mrs. Munchkin”.  They visited Montreal, 
London, Rome and even Tokyo.  Despite the great time 
traveling to different locations, the students agreed with 
Mrs. Munchkin - there’s no place like home!

Gr. 1&2 -Miss Sluys: On Wednesday, May 28 the 
Gr. 1/2 class had a busy, funfilled day visiting various 
businesses in our community.  In the morning students 
learned about air tools at Broadway Service, made indi-
vidual pizzas at Grammie’s pizza and sat in on a Town 
Council meeting at the Municipal Office.  We were also 
given the opportunity to meet Mayor Lonny Napper and 
express our appreciation to town council for all their hard 
work.  Following lunch in the park students participated 
in an Amazing Race and were put to work at Watson’s 
TIM-BR Mart, Aquashine Car Wash, TD Canada Trust, 
Wyoming Foodland and Zekveld’s Garden Market.  
Thank you to all these businesses for being part of our 
day and making the Amazing Race a great success!

Gr. 3&4 -Mrs. Noorloos and Mrs. Tamming: We 
have recently completed a unit on Canada that focused 
mainly on the six different landforms found in our coun-
try.  We are working on our last unit of study called, “Our 
Historical Community” which is a study of Canada’s 

early pioneer life.  The students are be-
ing introduced to the people who have 
shaped the Canadian landscape and 
culture.  One component of the unit is a 
novel study, They Call us Loyalists, by 

Joanne Brelsford.  In this story, the students uncover the 
struggles of a Loyalist family faced with a difficult deci-
sion, leading them north to a new country, lower Canada.  
They discover what it was like for the early pioneers who 
were faced with the hardships of settling an untamed 
land.  We have a class trip scheduled at the Moore Mu-
seum to participate in “Back to School, Back in Time” 
program.  The students dress up in pioneer clothing and 
get a feel for what it was like to be in school back in the 
pioneer days!

Gr. 5&6 -Miss Rekman: The month of May has been 
busy with many exciting things going on in our class-
room and school.  Students in our class were glad for the 
long weekend and they really enjoyed our local Field 
Day.  This week on May 27, Mr. Hank VandenEnde came 
to speak to our class about his recent trip to India with 
the Bible League.  His talk tied in well with current events 
and social studies.  More than that his presentation re-
minded each one of us that we are richly blessed to live in 
Canada.  Also he encouraged us to go and spread the love 
and news of the Gospel.  We have begun a new novel 
study of The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe.  In this 
novel C.S. Lewis tells the story of the four Pevensie chil-
dren who travel to the world of Narnia.  Our writing task 
is linked to the book, as each student is able to make their 
own imaginary world.  Students have been very eager to 
do this assignment (they have been voluntarily doing 
homework!).  In Social Studies our new unit is on the Ca-
nadian Government.  We are learning each of the levels of 
government and the various people in these positions.  
We are looking forward to a mock House of Commons 
where we will debate whether there should be vending 
machines in schools.

Gr. 7&8 -Mr. Boersma & Mrs. Koetsier::The 

month of May is preparation time for year’s end.  The last 
large units are under study.  Gr. 7/8 students are deep 
into Canadian history and examining the causes and 
events of the War of 1812.  On a more current note, stu-
dents are looking at how television manages news, adver-
tising, and entertainment.  The purpose is to teach dis-
cernment and encourage critical viewing.  Students have 
been busy with baseball and track and field.  The District 
meet is on Monday, June 2 in Windsor.

      


