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Theme:  “Living in the Light”  

Christmas Living in the Light: The world had been 
dark a long time; the people had forgotten what light was 
like.  They lit small candles for themselves and pretended 
it was day.  But the people were still in darkness and were 
lonelier and sadder than they could say.  God was in love 
with the world.  And God was in love with the people 
especially.  He saw their little candlelight, and He pitied 
their pretending.  They pretended to see, but saw only 

shadows which frightened them.  God 
watched the people move about like 
fireflies in the night.  He loved them 
and knew they needed to know true 
light.  The angel light exploded into the 
room; overwhelmed Mary and fright-
ened her.  “Do not be afraid,” were the 
words of comfort.  The light grew warm 

and kind as he told her the news.  “My soul magnifies the 
Lord,” Mary responded.  The light grew in laughter and 
in gladness.  The light filled the shepherds’ sky.  The an-
gel repeated his comforting phrase, “Do not be afraid.” 
Even today, in the snows that fill our winter, that light is 
whiter and brighter.  We need not be afraid.  God so loved 
the world.  
(based on Walter Wangerin).

Christmas Chapel: We will end this part of the school 
year with a special Christmas chapel this Friday at 2pm.  
All classes will take part in celebrating our Saviour’s birth 
in words and music.  Consider this a gilt-edged invitation 
to all parents, grandparents, friends, and neighbours to 
join us on December 19.

Picture Retakes: Picture retakes will be taken this 
Thursday, December 18 at 9:30 am.  If you would like 
your child to have retakes, please have him/her bring in 
their picture package from the first picture day.  

Beacon: The Beacon is going to go out this Friday.  If you 
have any announcements that need to be put in, please 
email them to the school. Thank you!

Petrolia Food Bank: Thank you to every-
one who brought in food and canned items 
for the Petrolia Food Bank.  It is greatly ap-
preciated by so many!!

Voucher Committee:  Just a reminder that we will not be 
selling vouchers over the Christmas break so stock up 
before then.! Remember you can still buy Tim Hortons 
and Canadian Tire gift certificates for your gift giving, 
along with your normal weekly grocery voucher orders. 
We have enjoyed seeing a few new families participating 
in purchasing weekly vouchers, so we thank them for 
joining up and we would still like to encourage others to 
join. If there is anyone who would like to cash in their 
voucher dollars towards their tuition before the end of 
the year, please let a committee member know. 

Thank You!: On behalf of Dan and Janina Dykxhoorn, 
and the Deboer and Dykxhoorn families, we would like 
to express our thanks for the good food and hard work of 
the John Knox Catering group and all those who helped.  
It was a great evening.  Thank you!
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Pizza Day: is this Thursday, Dec. 18!

Lost and Found: This is the last week of 
school before the Christmas holidays.  Please come and 
check out the lost and found for any of your child(ren)’s 
missing items.  It is growing quite large and the items will 
be brought to Goodwill next week.

Board Report: December Meeting: John Knox has always 
been blessed with a large supporting membership. It is 
one of the reasons why we can keep our tuition in line 
with the larger schools. A lot of Christian schools are go-
ing to user fees because there is a loss of Covenantal 
thinking in the membership. Unfortunately we might also 
have to go that route. Right now we are blessed with 41 
members who do not have children in school. Five of 
these are young couples or adults who do not have chil-
dren attending school yet. In the last 2 years we have lost 
13 memberships for various reasons, 6 of these member-
ships had their youngest child graduate and did not want 
to continue to support the school. We need to encourage 
each other to stay committed to Christian Education. 
Young families should be encouraged to become mem-
bers and invest in their child’s future. Families who have 
their youngest graduate should be encouraged to stay 
members to help other families like they themselves were 
helped. At a time when there is financial upheaval 
around us we need to prioritize how we spend our 
money. We need to invest in our children’s future finan-
cially but also with a solid Christian Education. We need 
to work together family/school/church to teach our chil-
dren how to make wise decisions and to tell others about 
the wonderful gospel message. The Lord has always been 
faithful and we pray He will continue to bless JKCS but 
we have responsibilities too.
In March the Finance committee is organizing a Financial 
Drive so that we can meet our budget this year. We ask 
that you will keep us in your prayers foremost but that 
you will give financially also when you receive a call. If 
you are considering donating before the end of the year 
please talk to William Schenk. We could not offer Chris-
tian education with out the blessings of the Lord, faithful 
members, Christian teachers and dedicated parents. On 
behalf of the board, Thank-you!
On behalf of the board, Maxine Zekveld

Tickets: Each student received a hockey ticket valid for 
one game from Dave Willis.  The tickets are for the Forest 
hockey team.  Check the website listed on the ticket for 
game dates and times. Enjoy!

Poster and Literacy Contests 2008: Congratulations to 
all of the students who won in the Remembrance Day 
Poster and Literacy Contests!  All the students who en-
tered should be very proud of themselves and those who 
won should be proud of their accomplishments.  The list 
of the students who won are:

Intermediate Colour Poster:

Phillip Zekveld - 1st
Andrew Deelstra - 2nd
Primary Colour Poster:

Esther Konzelmann - 2nd 
Adyson Klazinga - 3rd
Intermediate Black & White Poster:

Joanna Korvemaker - 1st
Matthew Noorloos - 2nd
Hannah Robinson - 3rd
Junior Black & White Poster:

Aaron Bos - 1st
Josh Pelleboer - 3rd
Primary Black & White Poster:

Clayton Korvemaker - 1st
Adyson Klazinga - 3rd
Intermediate Essays:

Jason DeBoer - 1st
Eric Vanderlinde - 2nd
Phillip Zekveld - 3rd
Junior Essays:

Amber Benjamins - 1st
Sarah Konzelmann - 2nd
Bethany Robinson - 3rd
Intermediate Poems:

Eric Vanderlinde - 1st
Hannah Robinson - 3rd
Junior Poems:

Brady DeBoer - 3rd! ! !
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KINDERSTART:  Mrs. Robinson 

Memory Work: Continue to review Luke 2: 

8-14.

Bible: The Wise Men

“Green Day”: Tuesday, December 16 is “Green 
Day”.  Don’t forget to wear something green and to 
bring a green show and tell.

Looking Ahead: A January calendar will be coming 
home this week.

Holiday Homework!: Remember to keep reading 
even during the holidays.  Some students should 
also practise counting.  It is our class’ goal that all 
SK students be able to count to 100 and JK students 
to 30.

Merry Christmas!: I wish all my students and their 
families a blessed Christmas and a wonderful new 
year! - Mrs. Robinson

GRADE ONE AND TWO: Miss Sluys:

Memory Work: Please review the words to Away in 

a Manger, especially verses 2 and 3.  Also review 
your verse from the poem Christmas in Bethlehem.

Bible: Mon: An Angel Appears to Mary

Tues: The Birth of Jesus

Wed: The Shepherds

Thurs: The Wisemen

Spelling: No words this week.

Student Reader: This Friday: “Mystery Reader”

Special Child: This week: Aiden Moesker

! !   Jan 12-23: Luke Bos

Art: Please bring in an empty can this week (by 
Wednesday) for a special Christmas craft.

Gr. 1 Readers: Please return your Hopscotch reader 
this week.
*Wishing you a blessed Christmas and a happy New Year!*

GRADE THREE AND FOUR

Welcome Gr. 3/4 to the last week before the Christ-
mas break!  Congratulations to Adyson K. who 
hopes to celebrate her 8th birthday on Tues. Dec. 23!  
Pizza day is this Thurs. Dec. 18!  All the classes will 
be participating in a Christmas Chapel Friday, Dec. 
19 at 2:00 p.m.  Everyone is welcome!  We want to 
wish you all a wonderful Christmas celebrating the 

birth of our Saviour and God’s rich bless-
ings in the New Year!

Mrs. Noorloos: 

Memory Work: There is no memory work 
this week!

Bible: We will cover the following stories this week:  
Trouble in David’s Family, David’s Last Years, 
Solomon Chooses Wisdom and Building the Temple 
- part 1. (2 Samuel 13-19 and 1 Kings 1-8).  

Math: Gr. 3 keep practicing those three and four 
timetables.  We will brush up on some strategies for 
adding and subtracting quickly.  
" Gr. 4 will work on long division.

Current Events: Tues.: Clayton K., Caleb N.
! !     Wed.: Josiah V., Mike V.

Science: We have looked at the four inner planets 
and now we will take a closer look at the outer 
planets.

Mrs. Tamming: 

Spelling: No test this week.  We will be working on 
our ‘commonly used’ list of words in class.

French quiz: #1-30 on Thursday.

*Have a wonderful holiday with your family and friends 
as we celebrate the birth of our Saviour this Christmas!*

GRADE FIVE AND SIX: Miss Rekman

Memory Work: John 1: 14.

Bible: Rather than having a unit test, students are 
being asked to answer three to four questions on the 
unit.  The questions were handed out last week 
Monday and students have had some time in class 
to work on them.  These questions do require 
thoughtful answers, and they are due tomorrow De-
cember 16.  We are beginning this week a new Bible 
unit which explores the Gospel writings of Matthew, 
Mark, Luke and John.

Socials: Our class trip to Ska-nah-doht Iroquois Vil-
lage last week was enjoyed by our class.  The class 
particularly enjoyed the model village, lunch in a 
heritage home, and the hour hike in the afternoon.  
Thank you to Mrs. Benjamins, Mrs. Bos, and Mrs. 
Konzelmann for accompanying us for the day.
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This week Wednesday there will be a test on the 
New France unit.  The study guide was handed out 
last week.  All students are encouraged to join the 
study group which meets at morning recess.

Spelling: Work and test due on Friday, Dec. 19.
Gr. 5: picture, signature, capture, future, furniture, 

adventure, texture, literature, fracture, feature, 

moisture, treasure

Gr. 6: nearly, carefully, happily, luckily, really, 

mostly, quickly, completely, finally, usually, lately, 

quietly, lovely, friendly, colourfully

GRADE SEVEN AND EIGHT:

Mrs. Koetsier:  

Spelling: No spelling test this week!

Literature: We’ll have a quiz on our Christmas sto-
ries unit on Thursday.

Geography: Painting our river systems models will 
be completed by Wednesday.  The projects will be 
marked then - watch for a rubric on Thursday indi-
cating your child’s mark.

Music: We will need music stands for our Christmas 
chapel.  If you have one at home that we could bor-
row please send it on Wednesday.  They can be 
taken home Friday afternoon.  Thanks!

It’s my prayer that you all have a blessed and safe 
Christmas break.  See you in 2009!

Mr. Boersma: 

Memory Work: Luke 2: 9,10,11.  Please know for 
Friday.

Bible: How much do we know about the Christmas 
story?  We will read, review, and examine what we 
know.

Math: We will finish with fractions this week.  
There will be a test on Thursday.

French - Grade Seven: Students will have a 
grammar and vocabulary quiz on unit two this 
Thursday.

Grammar: All punctuation will be reviewed this 
week by means of a series of small exercises.
This week marks the end of school for this calendar year.  

I pray that each student and his or her family experiences 
the richness of Christ’s blessings at Christmas.  In addi-

tion, I hope that the two weeks of holidays are filled with 
joy.

   Happy Birthday     

Adyson K. ! ! Dec. 23! ! Gr. 3
Rachel P.! ! Dec. 27! ! Gr. 8
Tim P.!! ! Dec. 27! ! Gr. 8

Upcoming Events:
December 18 - Picture Retakes

December 19 - Christmas Assembly

December 22 - Jan 2 - Christmas Break

 ::Merry Christmas and have a                   
blessed Christmas vacation!::

“For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is   
   given: and the 
government shall be upon his shoulder: and his   
      name shall be called 
Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The ever 
     lasting Father, The Prince of Peace.” 

   ISAIAH 9:6
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